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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

BY MARK OEGEMA

Setting the Pace for Professionalism

As we move into the busy spring market, I find
myself reflecting on the foundation we laid to-
gether earlier this year. It has been several weeks
since we gathered in Grand Rapids for Achieve in
late January, but the energy and insights from those
two days continue to resonate across our state.

Looking back, Achieve was more than just a kick-off
event; it was a powerful reminder of what is possible
when we step away from our daily transactions to focus
on the future of our industry. The time we spent at the
JW Marriott was filled with vital conversations. From
the opening session with Robby Emery—it was clear
that our focus this year is on "next-level" engagement.

We dove deep into the legislative landscape, exploring
how our advocacy efforts at both the state and national
levels protect the dream of homeownership and the
stability of our markets. Our breakout sessions addressed
the issues that are front-of-mind this month: navigating
evolving market dynamics, mastering new technologies,
and refining our leadership skills. Beyond the formal
agenda, the true magic happened in the hallways and
at the President’s Reception at New Holland Brewing.

I watched as seasoned veterans and emerging lead-
ers exchanged ideas and forged connections that have
already begun to bear fruit as we enter this busy season.

As we carry this momentum forward, I want to
turn your attention to our next pivotal gathering: the
Michigan Realtors® Broker Summit in Lansing.

> BROKER SUMMIT
April 21,2026
The Lansing Center, Lansing

If Achieve was where we set our course, the Broker
Summit is where we sharpen the tools needed to navigate
the rest of the year. This summit is a dedicated space
tor brokers and office managers to tackle the unique
complexities of firm management in today’s environment.
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We will be discussing topics such as risk management,
recruitment and retention and the legislative updates that
specifically impact the "boots on the ground" operation of
a brokerage. I strongly encourage every broker in the state
to join us. Our industry is moving fast, and the Broker
Summit ensures that you have the clarity and foresight to
lead your agents and serve your clients with confidence.
All Michigan Realtors® members are invited to attend.

I don't chase flashy "themes," but I do champion
a straightforward mindset that guides how we grow:
Listen, Learn, Lead. We start by truly listening—to
our members, our clients, our communities, and one
another. We commit to continuous learning through
events like Achieve and the Broker Summit, both
incredible opportunities for professional development,
and shared experiences. Then, armed with that insight,
we lead with confidence, ethics and a unified voice.

As 1 look ahead to the months to come, I am often
asked about my vision for our association. While 1
don't necessarily believe in "themes," I do believe in
keeping the concept of self~improvement top of mind.
We make one another better through collaboration,
goal setting and accountability. This doesn’t happen
in a vacuum; it happens in rooms like those in Grand
Rapids and our upcoming sessions in Lansing.

We make our associations better by appreciating the
value of our three-way agreement. I challenge you to talk
to your fellow Realtors® about the national, state and
local value propositions. By finding and embracing the
intersections of these three levels of our association, we
can more clearly understand the vital difference between
a "Realtor® Professional" and a mere real estate licensee.

The Realtor® designation is a badge of excellence
and a commitment to a higher standard. Where would
we all be if we moved away from supporting our
professional development, our advocacy or our Code
of Ethics? If we moved away from the strength of our
collective voice, we would lose our seat at the table.

Thank you for your commitment to this profes-
sion and for your continued service to your com-
munities. We have a great year ahead of us, and
I am honored to walk this path with you. ®



MICHIGAN REALTORS®

PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT-ELECT

TREASURER

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

EDITOR/ADVERTISING

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/UNSUBSCRIBE

EVENTS

Michigan Realtors® Presents:
Commercial Jumpstart
Michigan Realtors® HQ

Lansing

Hybrid Event

April 9, 2026

Michigan Realtors® Presents:

Fair Housing

Michigan Realtors® HQ SCAN THE QR CODE

Virtual Event T0 GO DIRECTLY
TO MICHIGAN

April 21,2026 REALTORS® WEBSITE

Broker Summit 2026 FOR UP-TO-DATE

The Lansing Center EDUCATION & EVENTS

Lansing

September 30-October 2, 2026
The Convention

Grand Traverse Resort & Spa
Acme, MI

Praedium Realty

Robin Stresssman & Associates
www.mipleasant.net

Robin Stressman

Broker/Owner
robin@mipleasant.net

209 E. Chippewa St
Mount Pleasant, Ml 48858
Cell: 989-773-4387

(1§
[

Find Michigan Realtors® on your
favorite social networking sites:

0000

WWW.MIREALTORS.COM 03



00 000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

CAPITOL REPORT

BY BRAD WARD, ESQ., VICE PRESIDENT
OF PUBLIC POLICY AND LEGAL AFFAIRS

Lansing Gets Serious About Housing

Bipartisan and bicameral. Those are two words that
the public is not used to associating with government
nowadays. Believe it or not, it’s a lot more common than
you think, but political parties getting along doesn’t
make for catchy headlines. It is also those two words
that are currently paving the way for some of the most
significant housing proposals in years. Lansing is issuing
a call to eliminate the regulations and red tape that have
increased the cost of housing and stifled development
throughout the state. These reforms take on local be-
haviors and NIMBY (“Not in My Backyard”) attitudes
to pave way for common sense housing solutions.

In this column I've often referred to two differ-
ent approaches to Michigan’s housing crisis: 1) more
regulations and 2) build more housing. This new set
of proposals falls squarely into the camp of building
more inventory by challenging current zoning and
development norms. With the support of Michigan
Realtors®, housing providers, housing advocates, plan-
ners and the business community these bills are forcing
a conversation on housing and development, challenging
all levels of government to make housing a priority.

Lansing is issuing a call to
ELIMINATE THE
REGULATIONS

and red tape that have
INCREASED THE COST
of housing and

STIFLED DEVELOPMENT
throughout the state,
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This is a widely circulated number, so forgive me
if you've heard this before — approximately $90,000,
23-25% of the cost of a new home, can be attrib-
uted to regulatory costs. This number comes from
a study by the Michigan and National Association
of Homebuilders. The $90,000 figure looks at local,
state and federal regulations and encompasses zoning,
permit reviews and studies, required infrastructure, lot
size and density restrictions as well as building code
requirements. Every $1000 in new home costs prices
out about 2,500 buyers in Michigan. These regulations
and processes are within government control and can
provide more attainable housing without additional
government spending or new government programs.
In February, Michigan Realtors® joined with
State Representatives and Senators, Republicans and
Democrats, and housing stakeholders to announce
these new bills aimed at reducing these regulations.

Included in the housing package are the following bills:

o DUPLEXES BY RIGHT
Permitting duplexes by right in single-family residential
zones within or adjacent to metropolitan statistical areas.
1t also provides a uniform statewide definition of duplex.

« SMARTER PARKING REQUIREMENTS
Capping mandatory parking requirements
at no more than one space per dwelling unit,
lowering the cost of building and preventing
outdated rules that limit new housing.

o MODERNIZING THE PROTEST PETITION PROCESS
Expands the protest petition area to 300 feet and sets a
60% signature threshold to ensure broader neighborhood
representation and sentiment on housing decisions.
Regquires a supermajority vote of the local council.

« SETBACKREQUIREMENTS
Looking at metropolitan statistical areas, defines
sethacks at 15 feet from the front property line and 5
[feet from the sides and rear. Still allows for exceptions
for sensitive areas like wetlands and waterways.

« REASONABLE DWELLING SIZE
Caps minimum dwelling size requirements at 500
square feet. This focuses development on smaller
starter homes and apartments in areas where
there may not be many large parcels of land.



To get REALTOR®
PARTY MOBILE ALERTS,
text "Realtor" to 30644 .

 MINIMUM LOT SIZES

Caps lot sizes at 1,500 square feet where there
are public water and sewer. Lowering the
cost of expensive large lot mandates.

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS

Provides for a uniform statewide definition of accessory
dwelling unit and allows them by right on parcels with
single~family homes with capped setbacks of 5 feet. It
would also prohibit additional parking mandates. This
expands housing options for families, seniors, and students.

CLARIFYING DEVELOPMENT STUDY REQUIREMENTS
Limits repeat and unnecessary studies during site plan
review, sets a 60-day timeline for site plan approval
and requires approval if the plan meets zoning,
planning and state and federal requirements.

The bills as introduced are not tie-barred together

(a tie-bar requires them all to pass to become law),
each will have to stand on its own merit when pass-
ing the legislature. Many of these changes have been
made in other states, some have even been adopted by
municipalities in Michigan. The revolutionary change
is the modernization of Michigan’s old Zoning
Enabling Act to allow for development that meets
the needs of our population and real estate market.

The bills are deferential to local control where ap-

propriate and intentionally acknowledge density where

it already exists by limiting the changes to metropolitan
statistical areas. Metropolitan statistical areas are federally
designated areas consisting of counties surrounding an
urban core with a population of at least 50,000 residents.

The House bills are beginning the legislative pro-

cess in the Regulatory Reform Committee, where
they have already received a few hearings. The Senate
bills will soon have hearings within their committee
structure. The work across party lines to make hous-
ing a focus is a refreshing break form the tensions
created by divided control in the legislature. Michigan
Realtors® remains optimistic that these bills will

be signed into law before the end of the year. ®
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Financing for
forever homes.

If your clients are dreaming of a home

with wide open spaces to call their own,
GreenStone can help them see it through
with a home construction loan. Whether
they're building it themselves or contracting
it out, we offer decades of financing
experience to bring their plans to life.

With locations across Michigan and
northeast Wisconsin, we're here when
you're ready to talk.

800-444-3276

¢
e’«*’GreenStone®

FARM CREDIT SERVICES

www.greenstonefcs.com
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Paula Arndt Luke Bouman Brenda Brosnan Randy Caltrider Dan Coffey Kathleen Coon Chris J. Courtney James Cristbrook Matthew Davis Heather Davis
2019 2025 2025 2018 2013 2023 2014 2019

Debra DeAngelo Ted Edginton Ronald Ellison Stuart Elsea Debra Floor Yoshiko Fujimori Karen Greenwood Carol Griffith Stephen Grilley
2022 2017 2025 2012 2023 02 2018 2018 2023

Fred Hetherwick Shawn Huston James lodice Daniel Jaqua Alan Jeffries Carol Frick Jones Tammy Kerr Laurie Koelling Caron Koteles Riha Todd Lands
2021 006 2020 2025 2025 2025

Richard Linnell Jane Lowell George Lucas Meagan Luce Bill Martin Rodney Martin Gordon McCann John Meesseman John Meyer
2023 2025 2008 2021 201 2019

William Milliken Alex Milshteyn John North E'toile 0'Rear-Libbett Kimberly Pontius Nanci J. Rands RickJ. Reardon
2018 2023 2019 2025 2025 2020 20, 2020 2012 2017

Natalie Rowe Gary Scheitler Cathy ShermanBittrick ~ Sara Storch-Lipnitz Johnna Struck Gene Szpeinski Brenda Lee Szlachta Jeffrey Thornton Rebecca Williamson
2025 2025 2018 2017 2018 2025 2020 2023 2019

Kathleen Wilson Jeff Young Debbie Zalewski
2019 2020 2020

Hall of Fame as of 2.3.26




LEVEL Il

Mark Baker Robert M. Campau Chris Dean Ryan Eashoo Dan Elsea
2012 2025 2015 2019 2010

Beth M. Foley
2012

John G. McArdle Michel M. Metzner Gary J. Reggish Robert E. Taylor Furhad Waquad
2014 2017 2014 2012 2010

LEVEL 11l LEVEL IV
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Pat Vredevoogd Combs Teri Spiro
2006 2008

Year denotes entry into RPAC Hall of Fame with a lifetime
investment total of at least $25,000.
« Level Il indicates a lifetime investment of at least $50,000.
- Level lllindicates a lifetime investment of at least $75,000.
« Level IV indicates a lifetime investment of at least $100,000.

Dale Zahn
2025
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. Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore Ryan Eashoo Ann Peterson Teri Spiro
®
Viciigan Realors Association of Realtors® Resomp L Assodiation of Realtors” Fast Central North Oakland County Greater Metropolitan

GOLDEN R

Mark Baker Dawn Bertani Nathan Boji Luke Bouman Randi Brandt-Alves Robert M. Campau PatVredevoogd Combs Matt Davis Heather Davis Chris Dean Debbie DeAngelo

Lenawee County (Grosse Pointe Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore Greater Metropolitan Michigan Realtors® Greater Regional Alliance Battle Creek Area West Michigan Lakeshore Greater Lansing Greater Metropolitan
Suzzette Deaux Melissa Degen Dan Elsea Beth Foley Christopher M. Germain Karen Greenwood Steve Grilley Jason Heilig Jameslodice Daniel Jaqua Luke Jeffries
Greater Kalamazoo Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore Upper Peninsula Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan Greater Kalamazoo Southwestern Michigan

i A
Alan Jeffries Tammy Kerr Laurie Koelling Roger Kopernik Caron Koteles Riha Todd Lands Rick Linnell Jane Lowell Carol Lukity John McArdle John Meesseman
Aspire North West Michigan Greater Lansing Water Wonderland North Oakland Greater Metropolitan North Oakland Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan

Michel Metzner John Meyer Mark Oegema Dr. E'toile 0'Rear-Libbett Jeff Packer Steven Pettit GaryJ. Reggish Natalie Rowe Jaye Sanders Elizabeth Sawicky Gary Scheitler

Greater Regional Alliance Greater Regional Alliance West Michigan Lakeshore Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan Greater Kalamazoo Greater Metropolitan Upper Peninsula Aspire North

Sandi Smith Steve Stockton Sara Storch-Lipnitz Lisa Thomas Carrie Vos Todd Waller Brian Yaldoo
Greater Metropolitan North Qakland County Greater Metropolitan Greater Regional Alliance Greater Regional Alliance Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan

2025 TRUSTEE

Vice-Chair
Matt Davis Jeffrey Thornton Paul Bunce Terence Frewen Steven Stressman
Battle Creek Area Greater Lansing Greater Regional Alliance Greater Lansing Central Michigan

Kittyanne Latocki Todd Waller Deirdre Carroll Alan Jeffries Carrie Vos
Jackson Area Greater Metropolitan Aspire North Aspire North Greater Regional Alliance

i Michele Papatheodore Randi Brandt-Alves Kamal Cheeks Stephanie Jones Carol Wight-Barrett
) East Central Greater Metropolitan Detroit Upper Peninsula Southwestern Michigan

Stacey Ruwe Tom Long Jaye Sanders Heather Davis Bryan Cody Steve Stockton
West Michigan Lakeshore Southeastern Border Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore Commercial Alliance North Oakland County
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Rich Adgate Michael Balsitis AlBlock Mark Brace Brenda Brosnan Geoffrey Brown Kathy Byerly Dan Coffey Kathleen Coon Christopher Coscarelli ~ James Cristbrook Gail DeVries
West Central Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan (Greater Regional Alliance North Oakland County Greater Regional Alliance Jackson Area Southwestern Michigan Greater Metropolitan Lenawee County Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore
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] Tammy Dykema- o ) . . . A
Jonathan Dewindt Hal Debra Floor Erin Galinac Kyle Geenen Sandi Gentry Shawn Huston Angela Hyde Dennis Kozak Dean Kreps Kittyanne Latocki Vickey Livernois
Greater Metropolitan Greateav K:\:amlzzon Southwestern Michigan Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore West Michigan Lakeshore Water Wonderland West Michigan Lakeshore Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore Jackson Area Greater Metropolitan
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Lana Mangiapane Rodney Martin Lisa Moore AdamPaarlberg  Michele Papatheodore  Rebecca Perkins Brad Platt Rick Reardon Frank Rhames Stacey Ruwe Kimberly Ryan Brit Shearer
Greater Metropolitan Jackson Area Southeastern Border Greater Regional Alliance East Central West Michigan Lakeshore Aspire North Jackson Are Lenawee County West Michigan Lakeshore West Michigan Lakeshore West Michigan Lakeshore

Gene Szpeinski NoraTan PennyTarwacki ~ CarrieToretta-Partello  Rachael Veldkamp Robin Vilter Carol Wight-Barrett Kathleen Wilson JeffYoung
Greater Regional Alliance West Michigan Lakeshore Southeastern Border Upper Peninsula (Greater Regional Alliance Aspire North Southwestern Michigan Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore

4

! 4 o & U
Frederick Alexander ~ Timothy Anders Benjamin Argall Sandra Baker Nicole Bartolomucci Ginger Baxter Ashley Baynham DianeBearss  Jordan James Bobbitt Lisa Bohlen Scott Bohlen Nancy Bowerbank Holly Bowers
North Oakland Greater Regional Alliance Upper Peninsula Livingston County Livingston County Greater Regional Alliance Saginaw Board Saginaw Board Southeastern Border Livingston County Livingston County Greater Metropolitan North Oakland

7 . 1 7 b
David Bowles Jon Broadbooks Brooke Brock Rebecca Brooks Chad Brown Todd Buckley Paul Bunce Katrina Bylsma Chelsea Cain Donald Calcaterra Kimberly Carey Tricia Carlson Deirdre Carroll
East Central West Michigan Lakeshore (Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan Aspire North Livingston County Greater Regional Alliance ~ Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan North Oakland Southeastern Border West Michigan Lakeshore Aspire North

Michael Childress Peter Chirco Bryan Cody Deanna Coleman Jason Copeman William Cosgrove Michelle Costa Collin Cote Linda Crouse Debbie Crownover Dona (zapp Matt Dakoske David Dalfino
Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan Commercial Alliance Southeastern Border (Greater Metropolitan Commercial Board Greater Regional Alliance Jackson Area West Michigan Lakeshore Jackson Area Saginaw Board Aspire North Greater Metropolitan
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Andrew Denham Gary Depa JamesDewling  Jacqueline Drahman Kelly Drake Kimberly Dunham

Lisa Damron Teri Daniels EricDean Dave DeBruyn Daniel DeCapua Amanda DeLong
Battle Creek Area Jackson Area Greater Lansing Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan Greater Regional Alliance Southeastern Greater Regional Alliance  Southwestern Michigan Livingston County North Oakland County Saginaw Board GreaterLansing
U}
A=
y |
Ted Edginton RonEllison Patrick Fase Laura Featherston Jim Fett Brooke Finlan Jeffrey Fletcher Jennifer Folkert Carey Ford Aaron Fox Maureen Francis Jodie Franklin Terry Frewen
Greater Metropolitan Jackson Area Greater Regional Allisnce ~ Greater Regional Alliance  West Michigan Lakeshore  Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan West Michigan Lakeshore Greater Metropolitan Greater Lansing Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan Greater Lansing
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Tara Gallagher Alan Garbacik Sherri Garron Kara Gelven Carol Genzink Ryan Gordon Bryon Gough Jamie Grace Jennifer Gradnigo Beth Graham William Grar Sarah Green Carol Griffith
Michigan Realtors® North Oakland County Livingston County Aspire North West Michigan Lakeshore Upper Peninsula Jackson Area Aspire North West Michigan Lakeshore Greater Lansing Greater Regional Alliance North Oakland County Livingston County

)

e/

Scott Griffith Lisa Grosser LoriGrysen Alex Haddad Edward Hansen ShannonHamer  Kendra Havemeier Alan Haynes Dan Hendrick Fred Hetherwick Dawn Hoppes Cathy Hoppough Lucas Howard
Livingston County Greater Regional Alliance  Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan Greater Regional Alliance Southeastern Border Greater Regional Alliance Southeastern Border West Michigan Lakeshore Jackson Area Southeastern Border Greater Regional Alliance ~ Greater Regional Alliance

b
Kristin Hunt Wendy Huston Donald Hutchins Christian Huyge Steve Jackson Patricia Jacobs Alex Jeffries Stephanie Jones Chadwick Jurgens Meriem Kadi Tim Katerherg Kris Keegstra Jonathon Keller
Aspire North Water Wonderland West Michigan Lakeshore ~~ Greater Regional Aliance Jackson Area North Oakland Greater Kalamazoo Upper Peninsula Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan Greater Regional Alliance  Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan

Don Kina Douglas Klaasen David Klaft Brian Klingel Aris Knitter-Lee Mary Kopicki Alicia Kramer Kim Kurtz Michael Lamb Gary Langlois BenLatocki Michaela Lee TomLong
Greater Regional Alliance  West Michigan Lakeshore Grosse Pointe West Michigan Lakeshare  West Michigan Lakeshore ~~ Greater Metropolitan ~ West Michigan Lakeshore Jackson Area Greater Regional Alliance  West Michigan Lakeshore Jackson Area Greater Regional Aliance Southeastern Border

ved

Geor?e Lucas Meagan Luce Robert Mack John MacLeod Rachel Major MeganMalczewski ~ Paul Marantette Lynn Mattila Cindy Maurer Kristine McCarty AaronMcClelland ~ Marianne McCreary Travis Mclntyre
Southwestern Aspire North Commercial Board Livingston County Greater Regional Alliance Commercial Board (Greater Regional Alliance East Central West Michigan Lakeshore North Oakland Greater Regional Alliance Livingston County (Greater Regional Alliance

T e
Doug Merriam Pamela Merriman Teri Miceli-Wolff Connor Miller Alex Milshteyn Susan Mohiman Erick Monzo Lynn Moore Toni Morrison Sharon Mueller Kendan Myers Benjamin Myers Ingrid Nelson
Greater Regional Alliance  Greater Regional Alliance Aspire North Aspire North Greater Metropolitan Jackson Area Grosse Pointe Saginaw Aspire North Greater Metropolitan Southeastern Border StJoseph Greater Regional Alliance

[

Jennifer Oliver Brian 0zbun ThomasPaarlberg JimPapatheodore Linda Pell Walter Perschbacher Nykole Pfaff Beth Ping Ann Porter Beth Pressler Louis Price Marcia Randall Willie Ray
East Central Greater Lansing Greater Regional Alliance ast Central GreaterRegional Allince ~ Greater Regional Alliance ~~ North Oakland County Greater Metropoitan fspire North Grosse Pointe Southwestern Michigan Lenawee County ast Central

Kelley Reitzel Thomas Rich Julie Rietherg Amanda Rogers Tracy Rose Mary Ross Michael Rundhaug Dave Ruwe Wend Ryder Jason Sakis Jeffrey Samotis Robert Schautz Kathryn Scheffler
West Central Greater Regional Alliance  Greater Regional Allance  Greater Regional Alliance Greater Metropolitan Greater Metropolitan Greater Regional Alliance ~ West Michigan Lakeshore ~ West Michigan Lakeshore North Oakland County Water Wonderland Greater Regional Alliance  Greater Regional Alliance
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@

David Scheid Laura Schlecte Cheryl Schlehuber Jasen Schrock Kellie Sergent Ashley Shaw KarenShelton ~ JenniShephard-Moore ~ TheresaShrader ~ Michael Smallegan Jodi Smith Cherie Smith Marcy Soufrine
Greater Regional Alliance Jackson Area Water Wonderland Century 21 Affiliated Aspire North West Michigan Lakeshore Southeastern Border Lenawee County Greater Metropolitan Greater Regional Alliance ~ Greater Regional Alliance  Greater Regional Alliance North Oakland County

Ly W s §
Kimberly Southwick  Christopher Speer Taressa Sprick Samuel Sterk Robin Stressman Steve Stressman Johanna Struck Douglas Swartz Doug Takens David Taljonick Robert E. Taylor Melissa Tee Megan Tefft
Greater Regional Alliance Greater Kalamazoo West Michigan Lakeshore ~~ Greater Regional Alliance Central Michigan Central Michigan Greater Metropolitan Aspire North Greater Regional Alliance Fast Central Grosse Pointe Jackson Area Greater Regional Allance
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Kim Thompson Jeff Thornton Jeff Todd Gino Tozzi

East Central Greater Lansing North Oakland Grosse Pointe

Ken Wells Scott West Brian Westrin Wanda Williams
Saginaw Board Greater Regional Alliance ~ Michigan Realtors® Greater Lansing

Dominic Vagnetti DaananKampen Michael VanderWoude ~ Steven Volkers Jr.
Livingston County West Michigan Lakeshore  Greater Regional Alliance ~ Greater Regional Alliance

RebeccaWilliamson ~ Angela Worth
Greater Metropolitan ~ Greater Regional Alliance

MICHIGAN

JenniferYarch JonZickert

Aspire North

Suzanne Voltz Brad Ward
Aspire North Michigan Realtors®

Diana Watches
Greater Metropolitan

Amy Jo Weller

Michigan Realtors® Political Action Committee (RPAC) is the premier grassroots network promoting the real
estate industry and the great American tradition of private property ownership. Investors in RPAC work together,
statewide, impacting ballot proposals that affect our industry and promoting candidates for office that understand
our business interests. Realtors® are a force with RPAG, effectively advocating for less burdensome regulation
of our business and strong support of private property rights at the local, state, and federal levels.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVESTMENT

GoldenR

Aspire North Realtors®
Commercial Alliance of Realtors®
Greater Regional Alliance of Realtors®
Northern Great Lakes Realtors® MLS

Crystal R

Greater Kalamazoo Association of Realtors®
Mason Oceana Manistee Board of Realtors®
North Oakland County Board of Realtors®
Real Estate Information System of Southwestern Michigan
Southwestern Michigan Association of Realtors®

Sterling R
Battle Creek

Central Michigan Association of Realtors®
Commercial Board of Realtors®
Greater Iron Mountain Kingsford MLS
Grosse Pointe Board of Realtors®
Hillsdale County Board of Realtors®
Jackson Area Association of Realtors®
Northeastern Michigan Board of Realtors®
Southeastern Border Association of Realtors®
West Central Association of Realtors®

WCR Lake Pointe Network

Mark Baker
Lenawee County

Randi Brandt-Alves
Greater Metropolitan

Robert M. Campau
Michigan Realtors®

Heather Davis
West Michigan Lakeshore

Chris Dean
Greater Lansing

Debra DeAngelo
Greater Metropolitan

Melissa Degen
Greater Metropolitan

Ryan Eashoo
East Central

Daniel Elsea
Greater Metropolitan

Debra Floor
Southwestern Michigan

Beth Foley
West Michigan Lakeshore

Christopher M. Germain

Upper Peninsula

Carol Griffith
Livingston County

Daniel Jaqua
Greater Kalamazoo

Alan Jeffries
Aspire North

Luke Jeffries
Southwestern Michigan

Tammy Kerr
West Michigan Lakeshore

Laurie Koelling
Greater Lansing

Roger Kopernik
Water Wonderland

Maria Kopicki
Greater Metropolitan

Richard Linnell
North Oakland

Jane Lowell
Greater Metropolitan

Rodney Martin

America’s Preferred Home Warranty

John McArdle
Greater Metropolitan

CORPORATE INVESTORS NAR PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Mark Oegema
West Michigan Lakeshore

E'toile 0'Rear-Libbett
Greater Metropolitan
Steven Pettit
Greater Regional Alliance

Gary J. Reggish

Greater Metropolitan

Stacey Ruwe
West Michigan Lakeshore

Sandi Smith
Greater Metropolitan
Teri Spiro
Greater Metropolitan

Sara Storch-Lipnitz
Greater Metropolitan

Todd Waller
Greater Metropolitan

Carol Wight-Barrett
Southwestern Michigan

Jeff Young
Realtors® Property Resource

Greater Regional Alliance

All members that made a 2025 investment, including those at the Gold
Circle, Silver Circle, and Century Circle levels, are recognized at
www.mirealtors.com/Advocacy-Initiatives
This tribute is intended for viewing only by members. This is not a public solicitation.
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BY REBECCA BERKE, ESQ.,
DIRECTOR OF LEGAL EDUCATION

)

|5

LEGAL HOTLINE UPDATE
dets Talk About ETNDs

Spring is in the air (kind of). The birds are singing. The your Legal Hotline attorneys thought it would be fun to

bees are buzzing and, to no surprise, so is the Michigan review some questions on one the most frequently asked
Realtors® Legal Hotline! The Legal Hotline has been topics at the Legal Hotline — earnest money deposits. Ok,
busier than ever fielding member questions on evergreen ok...maybe it won't be “fun,” but it will be informative!
legal topics and, of course, the occasional wild scenario So, sit back, relax and continue reading if you have a

or two. To kick off the busy spring season of real estate, hankering for knowledge on earnest money deposits.

Q Is an earnest money deposit (EMD) required to have a legally binding contract to purchase real property?

/A No. An earnest money deposit is not required to have a binding purchase agreement, although it s rare to see a purchase agreement
without one. Remember that the purpose of an EMD is not to establish a binding contract; it’s to establish damages in the event
of the buyer’s default. Often, when a buyer breaches a contract to purchase real property, the seller’s actual damages can be hard
to prove. An EMD helps to establish a minimum damage amount, regardless of whether seller suffered any actual damages.

Q My seller entered into a purchase agreement that contains a clause that says that the earnest money
deposit will become non-refundable if the closing does not occur by the date specified in the purchase
agreement. The closing date has passed, but the buyer is disputing the release of the money. Since
the contract says that the deposit is non-refundable, can the money be released to the seller?

A No.lfthereisa dispute between the buyer and the seller over the EMD (and if the deposit is being held by a real estate
broker), the Michigan Occupational Code says that a broker cannot release those funds to either party either: 1) the parties
sign an agreement where they agree, in writing, as to who is entitled to the EMD; or 2) there’s a court order that says who
is entitled to the EMD. The fact that one party’s claim to the deposit is clearly wrong does not make a difference.

Q I am the listing agent. One week after a purchase agreement was signed, the buyer sent an email stating that he
was backing out of the deal. The buyer is demanding that the sellers authorize the release of the buyer’s EMD and
claims that the sellers cannot sell their home to anyone else until the parties sign a mutual release. Is this true?

A No.If the first buyer has terminated the purchase agreement, the sellers are free to relist and sell their home to someone else. The
sellers’ dispute with the first buyer over the earnest money does not need to be resolved before the home is sold. Note, however,
that if there is any possibility that the first contract is still valid (meaning that the buyer could argue that the sale should still
go through) then the seller should speak to legal counsel before entering into a new purchase agreement with a new buyer.

Q (Can the parties agree that the broker will not deposit the earnest money check until after a certain
event takes place (for example, until after an inspection period has come and gone)?

A Yes, but in that case the buyer should wait to deliver the check until AFTER that event takes place. Remember that the MI
Occupational Code requires a salesperson to deliver an earnest money check to their broker upon receipt. And the broker, once
they receive the check, must deposit it within two banking days of there being a binding purchase agreement in place. So, if
the parties agree that the check won't be deposited until some later date, then the buyer must also wait to hand over the check
until that later date. Because once a real estate licensee receives the check, their hands are tied by the Occupational Code.
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Q) What are a Realtor's® responsibilities when a
title company or other entity is to act as escrow
agent and hold the earnest money deposit?

A ifa purchase agreement provides that a title company
shall hold the deposit, a licensee in possession of that
check must deliver it to the title company within two
banking days after the licensee receives notice that an
offer to purchase has been accepted by all parties.

Q What if an earnest money deposit check bounces?

A A Realtor’s® role as an escrow agent is a neutral
role and, therefore, the Realtor® should notify both
parties if the buyers’ earnest money check bounces.

A Note from the MR Legal Team

There is lots of fun (again, “fun”) in store for

Michigan Realtors® members this year. We

invite you join us for another round of “Michigan

Realtors® Presents,” a free legal continuing

education opportunity available to all members.

Upcoming education tracks include: “Michigan

Realtors® Presents: Commercial Jumpstart” on March

18,2026, and “Michigan Realtors® Presents: Focus

on Fair Housing”on April 9,2026. Keep an eye

out on your Michigan Realtors® e-news for details

on how to register. We hope to see you there!
And, as always, keep those calls coming

to the Legal Hotline. We love your ques-

tions — even the wacky ones. Michigan

Realtors® Legal hotline: 1-800-522-2820.

on earnest money deposits.
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