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Build your personal brand 
by becoming a trusted 
energy efficiency resource 
and giving your clients 
the tools to make their 
new house a home.

Key Benefits to Participating 

As a trusted resource for your clients, you will: 

 3 Elevate your brand above competitors 

 3 Provide a superior client experience 

 3 Offer solutions and reduce risk through DTE programs and rebates 

 3 Give your clients the tools to make their new house a home 

How to Get Started 

1. Scan the QR code below or head to dteenergy.com/realestate.

2. Submit an Interest Form.

3. Complete a one-hour guided walk-through training to help learn 
more about DTE energy-saving programs and how you can help 
your customers save money and energy.

4. Gain access to the Real Estate Energy Consultant Marketing 
Toolkit and FREE promotional materials.

Real Estate 
Energy Consultant

Become a DTE Real Estate Energy Consultant!

Learn more at  
dteenergy.com/realestate
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B Y  C H R I S T O P H E R  M .  G E R M A I N

A Look at Achieve 2025 and Our RPAC Successes

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

As we gathered in Detroit for the Achieve Conference 
at the MotorCity Casino Hotel, I had the honor of 
welcoming over 300 Realtors® and affiliates to an event 
that celebrated our profession, our leadership and our 
collective vision for the future. The energy, engagement 
and passion displayed by our members made it clear that 
our Michigan Realtors® membership is stronger than ever.

Achieve was packed with top-tier educational 
sessions, providing invaluable insights and tools to help 
Realtors® thrive in a rapidly evolving industry. We 
learned from industry experts, shared best practices 
and strengthened our professional networks.

A true highlight of the event was the President’s 
Reception at Ford Field, home of the Detroit Lions. 
Attendees enjoyed fantastic food, exclusive behind-
the-scenes tours of the stadium and an unforgettable 
swearing-in ceremony for our 2025 Michigan Realtors® 
board members and officers, officiated by Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice Kyra Harris Bolden.

We were honored to host other esteemed 
guests at our event, including:

• Drew Coleman, NAR RPAC Fundraising Chair
• Colin Mullane, Candidate for NAR First Vice President
• Matt Davis, Region 6 Vice President for NAR
Their presence underscored the importance

of our work at the state and national levels, 
reinforcing the strong connections that make 
Michigan Realtors® a leader in the industry.

Reflecting on Last Year’s RPAC Accomplishments
While Achieve was about looking ahead, it was also 
an opportunity to celebrate the tremendous RPAC 
(Realtors® Political Action Committee) victories 
we achieved last year. Thanks to the advocacy 
and dedication of our staff and members, we:

•	 Defeated the Michigan Transfer Tax Increase 
– A proposed increase that would have made
selling real estate less affordable was successfully
stopped, protecting the bottom line for sellers.

•	 Ended Predatory Right-to-List Schemes –We
fought back against deceptive practices that trapped
homeowners in unfair long term right to list
agreements, ensuring a more ethical marketplace.

•	 Securing $2 Million in Grants – Through advocacy
and collaboration, we helped obtain funding for local
governments to update zoning and master plans, 
paving the way for more housing opportunities.

•	 Top 10 in National RPAC Fundraising – Michigan
Realtors® proudly ranked #10 in the nation for
RPAC fundraising, a testament to our dedication
to shaping the future of real estate policy.

Celebrating “Great Lakes, Great Times, Great Realtors®”
Speaking of RPAC, this year, I had the privilege of 
launching my “Great Lakes, Great Times, Great 
Realtors®” lapel pin. This pin is a tribute to my love 
for boating on the Great Lakes and the retro 1997 
Michigan travel slogan. They were available for a simple 
$20 RPAC investment, and I was thrilled to see the 
first round sell out at our event! Thank you to everyone 
who supported this initiative and proudly wears this 
symbol of our great state and profession. There will be 
more available at upcoming events so be on the watch 
out for those and other awesome RPAC products. 

Looking Ahead
As we move into the next chapter, I am filled with 
optimism for what lies ahead. Our commitment to 
advocacy, education, and leadership has positioned 
Michigan Realtors® for continued success. Thank 
you to each and every one of you who play a role 
in making our organization remarkable.

Our future is bright, and together, we will 
make Great Lakes, Great Times, Great Realtors® 
more than just a slogan—it will be our legacy. 
Keep focusing forward and I will see you at 
Broker Summit on April 8-9 in Lansing!  
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Broker Summit x  
Fair Housing Summit

April 8-9, 2025
The Lansing Center, Lansing
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April 8-9, 2025 
Broker Summit x Fair Housing Summit 
The Lansing Center 
Lansing

October 8-10, 2025 
The Convention 
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel & DeVos Place 
Grand Rapids
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TO GO DIRECTLY 

TO MICHIGAN 
REALTORS® WEBSITE 

FOR UP-TO-DATE 
EDUCATION 
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Find Michigan Realtors® on your favorite  
social networking sites:



B Y  R E B E C C A  B E R K E ,  E S Q . ,  
D I R E C T O R  O F  L E G A L  E D U C A T I O N

Last year, the real estate in-
dustry faced its share of legal 
hurdles. That is to say, we 
didn’t encounter a ton of good 
news on the litigation front. 
January, however, brought 
a welcome shift, marking a 
significant legal victory that 
Realtors® can feel good about. 

On January 15, 2025, the 
Eight Circuit US Court of 
Appeals upheld a ruling that 
protects the right of real 
estate brokerages to include 
floorplans in their listings. 
In Designworks Homes, 
Inc. v. Columbia House of 
Brokers Realty, Inc., et al. and 
Designworks Homes, Inc. v. 
Susan Horak, et al., home 
designer (the plaintiff ) al-
leged that real estate agents 
infringed on his copyrights 
when they included render-
ings of his floorplans in their 
listings. The agents here did 
not publish actual copies of 
the architectural drawings. 
Instead, they replicated the 
floorplans based on the 
interior layout of the home 
and included their own 
renderings in the published 
listing information. The 

plaintiff claimed that those 
replications of his designs 
were copyright infringements. 

As a refresher, remember 
that a “copyright” is the right 
of an author, artist, composer 
or other creator to control 
the use of their original work. 
This includes the right to 
reproduce, distribute, display 
etc. An infringement on 
copyrighted material occurs 
when an original work is 
used without the copyright 
owner’s permission. 

In Designworks Homes, 
the defendant brokerage and 
agents argued that including 
renderings of the floorplans 
in their listings was not a 
copyright infringement be-
cause it constituted “fair use” 
of the copyrighted material. 
The Fair Use Doctrine is an 

affirmative defense under US 
Copyright law that can be 
used in copyright infringe-
ment claims. In a nutshell, 
“fair use” allows copyrighted 
material to be used in cer-
tain situations without the 
copyright owner’s permis-
sion. Section 107 of the US 
Copyright Act states that “fair 
use” is permitted for purposes 
such as “criticism, comment, 
education, news reporting 
and scholarly reports.” This 
“fair use” carve-out exists 
to prevent copyright law 
from being too restrictive. It 
allows creative works to be 
used by others in a way that 
does not preclude copyright 
owners from benefiting 
from their original works. 

The Court of Appeals in 
Designworks Homes agreed 

04    MICHIGANREALTOR®    MARCH 2025

What Realtors® Need to Know About 
Floorplans and Copyright Infringement 

The FightPlanFloor

An infringement on  
copyrighted material occurs when an  
original work is used without the  

copyright owner’s permission.
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It’s not just the home you’re building, it’s all the 
memories and traditions that will be made there. 
GreenStone can help you see it through with a 
personalized home construction loan to help you 
build for generations to come. 

With locations across Michigan and northeast 
Wisconsin, we're here when you're ready to talk.

800-444-3276

You’re not just 
building a home; 
you’re building  
a legacy.

w w w . g r e e n s t o n e f c s . c o m

with the defendants that 
their use of the plaintiff ’s 
designs qualified as Fair 
Use. The Court ruled that 
the act of including the 
floorplans in listings did 
not constitute a copyright 
infringement. In its opinion, 
the Court stated that: 

“Putting floorplans 
in listings for existing 
Designworks homes makes it 
less costly for potential buyers 
to discover the homes' layouts 
and dimensions, [which] 
tends to increase the number 
of potential buyers willing to 
consider buying the homes. 
The result is that the homes 
should, on average, resell 
more quickly or for a higher 
price than they would absent 
the use of floorplans.”
This ruling is a significant 

win for the real estate indus-
try, as it upholds the value 
of floorplans as a market-
ing tool for brokerages to 
showcase properties in ways 
that consumers find useful. 
The ruling strikes a balance 
between the importance of 
protecting a creator’s right 
to control their own work 
with the need of ensuring 
that certain works remain 
available as fair use. The 
Court correctly concluded 
that the unrestricted use 
of floorplans in resale 
listings did not cause a 
legally recognized harm to 

Designworks or otherwise 
interfere with the benefits 
of owning the copyright. 

It should be noted that 
this decision came from 
the 8th Circuit Court of 
Appeals and would not be 
binding in Michigan (as 
Michigan sits in the 6th 
Circuit). However, the 8th 
Circuit ruling still serves as 
a strong deterrent against 
future frivolous copyright 
infringement claims brought 
against real estate brokerages 
that include renderings of 
floorplans in their listings. 

The National Association 
of Realtors®’ (NAR) Legal 
Action Program played a key 
role in funding the defense 
of this case as it moved 
through appeals process 
since 2018. NAR filed three 
amicus briefs on behalf of 
the defendants to ensure 
the Court understood the 
broader impact of the ruling 
on the real estate industry. 
These briefs outlined the 
value that interior layouts 
play in helping consumers 
make informed decisions 
in their search for housing, 
emphasizing transparency 
and consumer choice in the 
housing market. The Court’s 
ruling marks an encouraging 
start to 2025 and can be 
chalked up as a major legal 
win for both industry profes-
sionals and consumers. 



Paula Arndt
2019

Randy Caltrider
2018

Robert M. Campau
2017

Dan Coffey
2013

Kathleen Coon
2023

Chris J. Courtney
2014

Matthew Davis
2019

Yoshiko Fujimori
2017

Karen Greenwood
2018

Carol Griffith
2018

Stephen Grilley
2023

James Iodice
2020

Daniel Jaqua
2021

Alan Jeffries
2022

Nanci J. Rands
2012

Rick J. Reardon
2017

Julie Rietberg
2023

Cathy  Sherman Bittrick
2018

Johnna Struck
2018

Brenda Lee Szlachta
2020

Jeffrey Thornton
2023

Heather Davis
2019

Debra DeAngelo
2022

Ted Edginton
2017

Stuart Elsea
2012

Debra Floor
2023

Maureen Francis
2021

Carol  Frick Jones
2006

Tammy Kerr
2020

David Ledebuhr
2019

Sara Lipnitz
2017
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2023

Bill Martin
2008

Rodney Martin
2021

Gordon McCann
2015
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2019

Kathleen Wilson
2019 

Jeff Young
2020

Debbie Zalewski
2020

John Meesseman
2019

William Milliken
2018

Alex Milshteyn
2023
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2019
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2020

Ann Peterson
2022

Kimberly Pontius
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RPAC HALL OF FAME

Hall of Fame as of 12.31.24
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RPAC HALL OF FAME – LEVEL II

RPAC HALL OF FAME – LEVEL IV

Mark Baker
2012

Chris Dean
2015

Ryan Eashoo
2019

Dan Elsea
2010 

Beth M. Foley
2012

John G. McArdle
2014

Michel M. Metzner
2017

Gary J. Reggish
2014

Robert E. Taylor
2012

Pat Vredevoogd Combs
2006

Furhad Waquad
2010

Dale Zahn
2015

Year denotes entry into RPAC Hall of Fame with a lifetime investment total of at least $25,000. 
• Level II indicates a lifetime investment of at least $50,000. 
• Level III indicates a lifetime investment of at least $75,000.

• Level IV indicates a lifetime investment of at least $100,000.

Teri Spiro
2008
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2024 Michigan RPAC Major Investors
PLATINUM DIAMOND R

Mark Baker
Lenawee County

Dawn Bertani
Grosse Pointe

Nathan Boji
Greater Metropolitan

Luke Bouman
West Michigan Lakeshore

Randi Brandt
Greater Metropolitan

Chelsea Cain
Greater Metropolitan

Robert M. Campau
Michigan Realtors®

Pat Vredevoogd Combs
Greater Regional Alliance

Matt Davis
Battle Creek Area

Chris Dean
Greater Lansing

  

Debbie DeAngelo
Greater Metropolitan

Suzzette Deaux
Greater Kalamazoo

Melissa Degen
Greater Metropolitan

Dan Elsea
Greater Metropolitan

Beth Foley
West Michigan Lakeshore

Karen Greenwood
Greater Metropolitan

Steve Grilley
West Michigan Lakeshore

Jason Heilig
Greater Metropolitan

James Iodice
Greater Metropolitan

Daniel Jaqua
Greater Kalamazoo

Alan Jeffries
Aspire North

Laurie Koelling
Greater Lansing

Roger Kopernik
Water Wonderland

Todd Lands
Greater Metropolitan

Rick Linnell
Linnell & Associates

Sara Lipnitz
Greater Metropolitan

Jane Lowell
Greater Metropolitan

Carol Lukity
Greater Metropolitan

John McArdle
Greater Metropolitan

John Meesseman
Greater Metropolitan

GOLDEN R

Michel Metzner
Greater Regional Alliance

John Meyer
Greater Regional Alliance

Mark Oegema
West Michigan Lakeshore

Dee Dee Ohara Blizard
Greater Metropolitan

Dr. E’toile O’Rear-Libbett
Greater Metropolitan

Jeff Packer
Greater Metropolitan

Gary J. Reggish
Greater Metropolitan

Natalie Rowe
Greater Kalamazoo

Elizabeth Sawicky
Upper Peninsula

Gary Scheitler
Aspire North

West Michigan Lakeshore 
Association of Realtors® Realcomp Ryan Eashoo

East Central
Ann Peterson

North Oakland County
Teri Spiro

Greater Metropolitan

PLATINUM R

Michigan Realtors® Greater Metropolitan 
Association of Realtors®

2024 TRUSTEES
Chair

Randi Brandt
Greater Metropolitan

Stacey Ruwe
West Michigan Lakeshore

Vice-Chair Paul Bunce
Greater Regional Alliance

Deirdre Carroll
Aspire North

Kamal Cheeks
Detroit Association

Bryan Cody
Commercial Alliance

Heather Davis
West Michigan Lakeshore

Tammy Dykema-Halloran
Greater Kalamazoo

Jodie Franklin
Greater Metropolitan

Terry Frewen
Greater Lansing

Alan Jeffries
Association Executives

Stephanie Jones
Upper Peninsula 

Todd Lands
Greater Metropolitan

Tom Long
Southeastern Border

Joi Luckadoo-Villa
Branch County

Tony Schippa
Greater Metropolitan

Steve Stockton
North Oakland County

Steven Stressman
Central Michigan Association

Michelle Teitsma
West Michigan Lakeshore

Carrie Vos
Greater Regional Alliance

Carol Wight-Barrett
Southwestern Michigan

Sandi Smith
Greater Metropolitan

Steve Stockton
North Oakland County

Carrie Vos
Greater Regional Alliance

Todd Waller
Greater Regional Alliance

Brian Yaldoo
Greater Metropolitan
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Penny Tarwacki
Southeastern Border

Carrie Toretta-Partello
Upper Peninsula

Rachael Veldkamp
Greater Regional Alliance

Carol Wight-Barrett
Southwestern Michigan

Kathleen Wilson
Greater Metropolitan

Jeff Young
Realtors® Property Resource

Adam Paarlberg
Greater Regional Alliance

Rebecca Perkins
West Michigan Lakeshore

Brad Platt
Century 21 Northland

Rick Reardon
Jackson Area

Frank Rhames
Lenawee County

Stacey Ruwe
West Michigan Lakeshore

Kimberly Ryan
West Michigan Lakeshore

Jaye Sanders
Greater Metropolitan

Brit Shearer
West Michigan Lakeshore

Gene Szpeinski
Greater Regional Alliance

Nora Tan
West Michigan Lakeshore

CRYSTAL R

Richard Harrison 
Greater Metropolitan

Shawn Huston
Water Wonderland

Tammy Kerr
West Michigan Lakeshore

Caron Koteles Riha
North Oakland County

Dennis Kozak
Greater Metropolitan

Dean Kreps
West Michigan Lakeshore

Vickey Livernois 
Greater Metropolitan

Lana Mangiapane 
Greater Metropolitan

Rodney Martin
America’s Preferred Home 

Warranty

William Milliken
Commercial Board

Lisa Moore
Southeastern Border

Rich Adgate
West Central

Shannon Bagdonas
Southeastern Border

Sandra Bailey-Bristol
Greater Lansing

Michael Balsitis
Greater Regional Alliance

Austin Black
Greater Metropolitan

Al Block
Greater Metropolitan

Mark Brace
Greater Regional Alliance

Brenda Brosnan
North Oakland County

Kathy Byerly
Jackson Area

Dan Coffey
Southwestern Michigan

Kathleen Coon
Greater Metropolitan

Christopher Coscarelli
Lenawee County

James Cristbrook
Greater Metropolitan

Heather Davis
West Michigan Lakeshore

Gail DeVries
West Michigan Lakeshore

Jonathan Dewindt
Greater Metropolitan

Tammy Dykema-Halloran
Greater Kalamazoo

Sam Flamont
Aspire North

Debra Floor
Southwestern Michigan

Erin Galinac
Greater Metropolitan

Sandi Gentry
West Michigan Lakeshore

Christopher M. Germain
Upper Peninsula

STERLING R

Chad Brown
Aspire North

Geoff Brown
Greater Regional Alliance

Dana Brown
Jackson Area

Todd Buckley
Livingston County

Paul Bunce
Greater Regional Alliance 

Chelsea Cain
Greater Metropolitan

Bridget Carefoot
Aspire North

Kimberly Carey
Southeastern Border

Tricia Carlson
West Michigan Lakeshore

Deirdre Carroll
Aspire North

Michael Childress
Greater Regional Alliance

David Clark
West Michigan Lakeshore

Bryan Cody
Commercial Alliance

Deanna Coleman
Southeastern Border

Mike Cosgrove
Livingston County

William Cosgrove
Commercial Board

Collin Cote
Jackson Area  

Linda Crouse
West Michigan Lakeshore

Matt Dakoske
Aspire North 

David Dalfino
Greater Metropolitan

Lisa Damron
Battle Creek Area 

Eric Dean
Greater Lansing

Dave DeBruyn
Greater Regional Alliance

Daniel DeCapua
Greater Metropolitan

Gary Depa
Southwestern Michigan

James Dewling
Livingston County

Angela Averill
Greater Lansing

Sandra Baker
 Livingston County

Nicole Bartolomucci
Livingston County

Ashley Baynham
Saginaw

Doug Beiswanger
Jackson Area

Darma Bennett
West Michigan Lakeshore

Lisa Bohlen
Livingston County

David Bowles
East Central

Kevin Brennan
Grosse Pointe

Jon Broadbooks
West Michigan Lakeshore

Brooke Brock
Greater Metropolitan

Rebecca Brooks
Greater Metropolitan

Nancy Bowerbank
Greater Metropolitan

Kelly Dix
Grosse Pointe

Jacqueline Drahman
North Oakland County

Kimberly Dunham
Greater Lansing

Laura Durham
West Michigan Lakeshore

Ted Edginton
Greater Metropolitan

James Eerdmans
Greater Regional Alliance

Ron Ellison
Jackson Area

Rachele Evers
Greater Metropolitan

Laura Featherston
Greater Regional Alliance 

Jim Fett
West Michigan Lakeshore

Brooke Finlan
Greater Regional Alliance

Jeffrey Fletcher
Greater Metropolitan

Aaron Fox
Greater Lansing
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Maureen Francis
Greater Metropolitan

Jodie Franklin
Greater Metropolitan

Terry Frewen
Greater Lansing

Tara Gallagher
Michigan Realtors®  

Alan Garbacik
North Oakland County

Sherri Garron
Livingston County

Kara Gelven
Aspire North

Ryan Gordon
Upper Peninsula

Bryon Gough
Jackson Area

Jamie Grace
Aspire North 

Jennifer Gradnigo
West Michigan Lakeshore

Beth Graham
Greater Lansing

Duke Gray
Greater Regional Alliance

Sarah Green
North Oakland County

Carol Griffith
Livingston County

Scott Griffith
Livingston County

Lori Grysen
Greater Regional Alliance

Tantzi Habsburg
West Michigan Lakeshore

Alex Haddad
Greater Metropolitan

Ann Hammack
Southeastern Border

Shannon Harner
Southeastern Border

Alan Haynes
Southeastern Border

Dan Hendrick
West Michigan Lakeshore

Fred Hetherwick
Jackson Area

Matt Hodges
Aspire North

Cathy Hoppough
Greater Regional Alliance

Darrell Hudiburgh
North Oakland County

Wendy Huston
Water Wonderland

Donald Hutchins
West Michigan Lakeshore

Angela Hyde
West Michigan Lakeshore

Luke Jeffries
Southwestern Michigan

Alex Jeffries
Greater Kalamazoo

Devon Johnson
Southwestern Michigan

Stephanie Jones
Upper Peninsula 

Meriem Kadi
Greater Metropolitan

Tim Katerberg
Greater Regional Alliance

Kris Keegstra
Greater Regional Alliance

Jonathon Keller
Greater Metropolitan

Douglas Klaasen 
West Michigan Lakeshore 

David Klaft 
Grosse Pointe

 Brian Klingel 
West Michigan Lakeshore

Aris Knitter-Lee
West Michigan Lakeshore

Benjamin Kono 
Jackson Area

Mary Kopicki
Greater Metropolitan 

Alicia Kramer
West Michigan Lakeshore

Kim Kurtz
Jackson Area

Michael Lamb
Greater Regional Alliance

Jack Lane
Aspire North 

Gary Langlois
West Michigan Lakeshore

Ben Latocki
Jackson Area

Kittyanne Latocki
Jackson Area

Jacob Levicki
Southeastern Border

Meagan Luce
Aspire North

Robert  Mack
Commercial Board

John MacLeod
Livingston County

Rachel Major
Greater Regional Alliance

Megan Malczewski
Commercial Board

Lynn Mattila
East Central

Cindy Maurer
West Michigan Lakeshore 

Dawn McCarty
Southeastern Border

Kristie McCleary
Southeastern Border

Marianne McCreary
Livingston County

Robin McIntosh
Greater Kalamazoo

Teri Miceli-Wolff
Aspire North

Connor MIller
Aspire North

STERLING R

Alex Milshteyn
Greater Metropolitan

Marsha Minervini
Aspire North

Susan Mohlman
Jackson Area

Lynne Moon
Aspire North

Lynn Moore
Saginaw

Toni Morrison
Aspire North

Sharon Mueller
Greater Metropolitan

Kendan Myers
Southeastern Border

Faith Newberry
Upper Peninsula

Judith Owens
Upper Peninsula

Brian Ozbun
Greater Lansing

Michele Papatheodore
East Central

Jim Papatheodore
East Central

Linda Pell
Greater Regional Alliance 

Nykole Pfaff
North Oakland County

Beth Ping
Greater Metropolitan

Ann Porter
Aspire North

Beth Pressler
Grosse Pointe

Louis Price
Southwestern Michigan

Holly Rachel
North Oakland County

Evduza Ramaj
North Oakland County

Marcia Randall
Lenawee County

Willie Ray
East Central

Julie Rietberg
Greater Regional Alliance

Amanda Rogers
Greater Regional Alliance 

Tracy Rose
Greater Metropolitan

Michael Rundhaug
Greater Regional Alliance

Dave Ruwe
West Michigan Lakeshore

Wendy Ryder
West Michigan Lakeshore

Jason Sakis
North Oakland County

Jeffrey Samotis
Water Wonderland

Tony Schippa
Greater Metropolitan 

Laura Schlecte
Jackson Area

Cheryl Schlehuber
Water Wonderland

Shelley Schoenherr
Greater Metropolitan

Jasen Schrock
Century 21 Af filiated

Kellie Sergent
Aspire North

Ashley Shaw
West Michigan Lakeshore

Karen Shelton
Southeastern Border

Jenni Shephard-Moore
Lenawee County

Theresa Shrader
Greater Metropolitan

Marcy Soufrine
North Oakland County

Taressa Sprick
West Michigan Lakeshore

Louise St. Amour
West Michigan Lakeshore

Robin Stressman
Central Michigan

Steve Stressman
Central Michigan

David Taljonick
East Central

Melissa Tee
Jackson Area

Megan Tefft
Greater Regional Alliance

Michelle Teitsma
West Michigan Lakeshore

Lisa Thomas
Greater Regional Alliance

Kim Thompson
East Central
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STERLING R

Jeff Thornton
Greater Lansing 

Gino Tozzi
Grosse Pointe

Sheila Turner
Greater Metropolitan

Dominic Vagnetti
Livingston County

Dawn Van Kampen
West Michigan Lakeshore

Mark VanDusen
Southwestern Michigan

Robin Vilter
Aspire North

Suzanne Voltz
Aspire North

Brad Ward
Michigan Realtors®

Diana Watches
Greater Metropolitan

Mark Webberly
Greater Metropolitan 

Amy Jo Weller
Greater Regional Alliance

Scott West
Greater Regional Alliance

Charles West
Greater Lansing

Brian Westrin
Michigan Realtors®

Wanda Williams
Greater Lansing

Julie Williams
Saginaw

Rebecca Williamson
Greater Metropolitan

Angela Worth
Greater Regional Alliance

Lisa Wright-Moore
Southwestern Michigan

Jennifer Yarch
Midland

Jon Zickert
Aspire North 

All members that made a 2024 investment, including those at the Gold Circle, Silver Circle, and Century Circle levels, are recognized at 
www.mirealtors.com/Advocacy-Initiatives

This tribute is intended for viewing only by members. This is not a public solicitation.

NAR PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Mark Baker

Lenawee County

 Robert M. Campau
Michigan Realtors®

 Heather Davis
West Michigan Lakeshore

 Chris Dean
Greater Lansing

 Debra DeAngelo
Greater Metropolitan

Melissa Degen
Greater Metropolitan

  Ryan Eashoo
East Central

Daniel Elsea
Greater Metropolitan

 Debra Floor
Southwestern Michigan

 Beth Foley
West Michigan Lakeshore

 Carol Griffith
Livingston County

 Daniel Jaqua
Greater Kalamazoo

 Alan Jeffries
Aspire North

Devon Johnson
Southwestern Michigan

Tammy Kerr
West Michigan Lakeshore

Roger Kopernik
Water Wonderland

Maria Kopicki
Greater Metropolitan

Richard Linnell
Linnell & Associates

Sara Lipnitz
Greater Metropolitan

 Jane Lowell
Greater Metropolitan

Rodney Martin
America’s Preferred Home Warranty

 John McArdle
Greater Metropolitan

Mark Oegema
West Michigan Lakeshore

  Rick Reardon
Jackson Area

 Gary J. Reggish
Greater Metropolitan

 Stacey Ruwe     
West Michigan Lakeshore

Sandi Smith
Greater Metropolitan

Teri Spiro
Greater Metropolitan

Gene Szpeinski
Greater Regional Alliance

Carrie Vos
Greater Regional Alliance

Todd Waller
Greater Metropolitan

Carol Wight-Barrett
   Southwestern Michigan

Jeff Young   
Realtors® Property Resource

CORPORATE INVESTORS
Golden R

Aspire North Realtors®

Commercial Alliance of Realtors®

Greater Regional Alliance of Realtors®

Northern Great Lakes Realtors® MLS

Crystal R

Greater Kalamazoo Association of Realtors®

Greater Lansing Association of Realtors®

Mason Oceana Manistee Board of Realtors®

Northeastern Michigan Board of Realtors®

North Oakland County Board of Realtors®

Real Estate Information System of Southwestern Michigan

Southwestern Michigan Association of Realtors®

Sterling R

Battle Creek Area Association of Realtors®

Central Michigan Association of Realtors®

Commercial Board of Realtors®

Dearborn Area Board of Realtors®

East Central Association of Realtors®

Greater Iron Mountain Kingsford MLS

Hillsdale County Board of Realtors®

Lighthouse Title Company

North Central MLS

Southeastern Border Association of Realtors®

West Central Association of Realtors®

WCR Lake Pointe Network

Michigan Realtors® Political Action Committee (RPAC) is the premier grassroots network promoting the real estate industry and the great American tradition of private property 
ownership.  Investors in RPAC work together, statewide, impacting ballot proposals that affect our industry and promoting candidates for office that understand our business 
interests.  Realtors® are a force with RPAC, effectively advocating for less burdensome regulation of our business and strong support of private property rights at the local, state, 
and federal levels.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVESTMENT
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A New Legislative Session Begins

The new legislature began work in Lansing shortly after 
the first of the year. Last session the Democrats controlled 
both the House and the Senate. This session, the House 
is controlled by the Republican party and the Senate by 
the Democratic party. I anticipate that legislation will 
move a little slower given divided government in the 
legislature, and hopefully result in more compromise. But 
we’re off to a rocky start between the two chambers.

As you will recall, last legislative session ended 
abruptly when the House failed to reach a quorum their 
final two days of session. This quick ending caused 
an interesting wrinkle this session prompting the 
Michigan Senate to file a lawsuit against the House of 
Representatives for the failure to transmit bills to the 
Governor’s office that passed in the previous session. 

When the House adjourned at the end of 2024, just 
over a dozen bills that passed the legislature were not 
presented to the Governor. Whether by intention or 
mistake of previous House leadership is still unknown. 
However, the new House Republican majority is holding 
the bills pending a full legal review of their obliga-
tions. The situation is unprecedented in Michigan’s 
history. It remains to be seen how the current tension 
between the two chambers will play out on larger issues 
requiring compromise, like balancing the state budget 
and making changes to Michigan’s Earned Sick Time 
Act (ESTA). As of this writing the case between the 
Senate and the House is still pending in the Courts.

The end of last session also requires that all bills not 
passed by the legislature to be reintroduced this session. 
That is a negative when you are talking about a couple 
of our priorities unable to get a final vote on the House 
floor. On the positive side, it also ended chances of 
several bills opposed by our Public Policy Committee.

For Michigan Realtors®, our reintroduced priorities 
this session include, increasing the number of splits 
allowed under the Land Division Act (now Senate 
Bill 23), and a package of bills to define post-closing 
occupancy agreements. Both issues worked their way 
through much of the legislative process last ses-
sion but failed to receive the required a House vote 
before heading to the Governor for her signature. 

This year has also seen the reintroduction of legisla-
tion that Michigan Realtors® opposed last session. 
A bill to eliminate the current prohibition on local 
government rent control laws has been reintroduced 

along with legislation that would effectively eliminate 
independent contractor status in Michigan. Michigan 
Realtors® successfully defeated both issues last session 
when the legislative environment was more favorable 
to their passage. While still threats to housing afford-
ability and the industry this session, divided government 
in this legislature makes their passage even less likely.

The Michigan Realtors® Public Policy Committee 
met for the first time in 2025 on February 10th. At 
the meeting, the committee laid out a handful of other 
legislative priorities. This year we will be looking at 
refinements to buyer’s agency agreements and disclo-
sure, increasing housing supply, and short-term rentals. 
In addition, the committee reaffirmed its opposition 
to rent control, elimination of independent contrac-
tor status, tenant unions and tenant right to repair.

The Michigan Realtors® Public Policy Committee is 
made up of 30 volunteer members from across the state 
from all walks of the business. The committee’s job is to 
review each piece of legislation that touches upon the real 
estate industry. The committee also looks at emerging 
issues within the industry to determine our priorities. 
As with every year, they will be busy. Please make sure 
you follow along with their adventures in this Capitol 
Report and our social media offerings, Policy Matters and 
Michigan Realtors® Government Affairs Videocast.  

B Y  B R A D  W A R D ,  E S Q . ,  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T  
O F  P U B L I C  P O L I C Y  A N D  L E G A L  A F F A I R S

CAPITOL REPORT

To get REALTOR®  
PARTY MOBILE ALERTS,  

text "Realtor" to 30644 . 



$10,000 DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE LOANS
™

Equal Housing  
Employer/Lender

GET YOUR 
CLIENTS 
CLOSER 
TO CLOSING.
Tell them about down payment assistance loans up to $10,000 with MI 10K DPA.* 
Combined with a Conventional, Rural Development, or FHA home loan, they can buy the home 
they’ve been eyeing. More at Michigan.gov/Homeownership or call 1.844.984.HOME
*Terms and conditions apply.

Build your personal brand 
by becoming a trusted 
energy efficiency resource 
and giving your clients 
the tools to make their 
new house a home.

Key Benefits to Participating 

As a trusted resource for your clients, you will: 

 3 Elevate your brand above competitors 

 3 Provide a superior client experience 

 3 Offer solutions and reduce risk through DTE programs and rebates 

 3 Give your clients the tools to make their new house a home 

How to Get Started 

1. Scan the QR code below or head to dteenergy.com/realestate.

2. Submit an Interest Form.

3. Complete a one-hour guided walk-through training to help learn 
more about DTE energy-saving programs and how you can help 
your customers save money and energy.

4. Gain access to the Real Estate Energy Consultant Marketing 
Toolkit and FREE promotional materials.

Real Estate 
Energy Consultant

Become a DTE Real Estate Energy Consultant!

Learn more at  
dteenergy.com/realestate



Phone: 866.553.3003
Realcomp.MoveInMichigan.com |  www.MoveInMichigan.com

 www.facebook.com/realcompiimls  |   twitter.com/realcompmls

Celebrating Over 30 Years of Celebrating Over 30 Years of 
ExcellenceExcellence  

Realcomp II Ltd., Celebrating Over 30 Years of Excellence as Michigan’s Largest Multiple 
Listing Service 
 
We are honored to serve Michigan’s REALTOR® community with a steadfast commitment to 
innovation and excellence. For more than three decades, we’ve provided trusted technology 
solutions that empower real estate professionals to navigate today’s challenges and embrace 
tomorrow’s opportunities. As we look to the future, our mission remains clear: to deliver cutting-
edge tools and services that drive success, strengthen connections, and elevate the industry. 
We thank our MLS Subscribers for making Realcomp II Ltd. a part of your journey.

Realcomp II Ltd. - Where Real Estate Meets Innovation


